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6/4/70 



Dear J im. 



Tn ere is thought behind your letter of tno second, and logic. I apprec- 
iate tue ti:a> you g^vo It. In many ways our tuinkia' 13 close. But your ultimate 
conclusion is an impossibility for mo i f for no orator reason ttx because it would 
require the abandonment of fUrtho: freedom Information Act suits for some time. 

And with it the abandonment of the work I do for a Ion er time hen I feel 
oppressed by not nnving been able to carry it forward more rapidly. Time tears on 
me, Jim, for there ia so much 1 feor will act get done If 1 do n~t dc it - and 1 
Us vo bitten off bo very large a bite. 

First let me go over port of what I didn’t rnake clear or you misunder- 
stood. I am not proposing an article on the assassinations, nor do 1 propose 

going into any information ebout the assassinations. I fix on tnen not only 
because tLey are We area ia r.nicn J nave worked, nowever. It is because tuey 
go to tue very viability of our society and to toe Integrity of government. I 
taiok any assessment of government and tais law la more comprehensible ?hen rest- 
ricted to an issue in which tue Integrity of the government is bo vitally j*b- 
moahed and an laaue so aomprehensibla to toe nverngo ciwn. ^temettber also tte 
proud pretense of tue government tnet it has no oocrot3 about tae esflasslnations- 
that the v terren Report is exhaustive, and if there were anything t.o hide, surely 
they would not uove published tao3o 26 enormities. The whole ^ennddy posture is 
tn.i»tix there are no secrets and tueso were honorable men. 

If the government vrill misuse tnis law on such «n iorue, it is copablo 

of anything. The* first government to do it came into dominion only through the 

J IK assassination (end I taink tue average nerson fe<sls Nixon also would not bo * # 
President if JF2 nedn't been killed). Therefore - an* tais ia not whet I propose 
spelling ouz but *;h 3 t I Win< the average reader will have in nind - the investig a- 
tioa of tan assassination wa an investigation by tue govarnment that come into 
power by it, alone. This government ana its successor neve been using b U.:;«C.552 
□s Justification for denying toe information, for witnuolding , uot for disclosure. 
Offhond I'll bat I could find a dozen or more eases in my correspondence wl tn the 
Archives cions. I should have said, above, fcast^ to? investigation was of how the 
Johnson a dmiril.it ration came into power, by tue ohnaon administration. 

Now tuore are spuciel facets existing here tuat do not, to my knowledge, 
exist elsewhere. One example i£ the automatic use of a never- complete 1 '-quoted 
exemption relating to investigatory files. It ia not once invoked legally. It is 
olwsys invoked because th-s government bps the re w power to do it. Let me explain. 

Tho rest of that exemption contains two added qualifications, limiting what can be 
described as sn investigatory file. It must l&ve baon for law-enforcement purposes 
cn\ it must be whet would not be available to 0 litigant. Now the ^rren Commission 
hod no la ^-enforcement purposes or powers. Tho murder of a president was not then 
e foderal crime, go l^e entire FBI part iej? pat ion in the investigation was for other 
than Inw-enforfemsat purposes. All of this data, without exception, woull h»vo been 
avoiloble to 0 litigant, Lee ~arvey Oswald. Jencks leaves no uoubt about tnis, 
gibing tue govarnmen- but a single alternative, acquittal of the defendant. In 
denying mo -and Ray - tue suppressed nub lie record of a nub lie trial, thi3 is the 
spurious roar on given. Ray's lawyers swallowed it, ncv?r rendir.g the law. 1 proved 
it false end, in fact, in an effort to save ^itcaell'p face. Justice layers finally 
bdaitted evan v/here explicable, tue exemption ala not itove to be invoked. 

Furthermore, if I restrict the writing to tuis, I con document the means 
by which the letter as well as the spirit of the law ere regularly violated by the 
government. One is in th appeals mechanism. I h<?ve yet tc get a single response to 
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single one of tne many a- eals I did moke, including several to the Attorney 
General personally. I cannot tell you how many tines I naked agencies to put. 

•r.o in a ooeition to utilize th* lew. ever once di i I net a nooningful res/pon aa. 

The one from the Archives, aftor months end months of request, boiled 1ov7n to 
sending me 2 cop:/ of tne law. The many letters <fe w u ich I sold I wanted to forward^ 
is on appeal .were I denied wuot 1 sought were in no single case forwaraeu. 

• lcanwhiia, I learned entirely by accident lend want a beautiful illustration for 
tao atoryi) they were in oo nstant touch «ltn QSa's gsneral counsel. I nave the 
ippoof in. ray possession, although tnoy do not realize it. Slijuiltonaoucl/, .r-.b^’s e, 
uoo, waa invoicing 5 U.k.O. na justification for suppression. 



In the- lay case, tnis article would have what * tuir.k any feoneat person 
woulu i*ov* to regard as s .isjor scandal, an enormous illegality. The gow rnment 
aotuoUy confiscated tue only official copy of tne records I eou<*t ao t.h# tney 
oulu uot be available to process and than ruled exemption mandatory under the 
"Freedom of Information" lew* 1 hove a aeries of letters from four parts of two 
governments spelling t-is out in finest d6tall. A.g&in, I’d love to sea facsimile 
reproduction, especially of Atotob, wulcu makes violation of J onclcs tronap«runt. 

y tyx ever heer of such a thing— confiscsting a court record end tuan 
ruling it nea an investigatory file »- d then rulin? the Freedom of Information 
act renulred it be withheld, from the defendant end from a writer? or of tho 
court giving up its own record rather than supplying copies, especially when it 
Vnew the government hsd copies of everything it asked of end got from the court 7 
Did you evu r ikrsi* cl* 6 court uav in£ no recoru of a proceeding before it, in u 
crime of the intemotionr;! magnitude of t..ls one in particular t 



It would tete a long article to do justice to wwit ■*■ nova on this 
o- 'oet clone. Thare ere other expnrte for the hotdogo. I suggest on article like ; 
thie would tanka those on hotdogs mere aleniricont, sad there is no conflict. 



This ir oni g eerie. Ucno of tne other eaeos nrc like it. I think it 
vould be desirable f- r thin one to Rrke no reference to cny o the o toor% after 
thinking it over, leaving that to another writer, another «r preach. Tuir fe .like 
re thins else in oiotory and need not jor the sensibilities of tno silent on»e 
lie h v« a -ut wjdr-rrt- nding the oeaeesinBnion otorioa er- false end they ahru..d 
bo caving and do m;. however, this is the misuse of such n law when a Tfeeidont 
n". Kobe! laureate are essossineted - uni tne failure to use i * by one of tho nos* 
famous lavyere, Percy Foreman. I. o non-lawyer, aid whot he, a femoua lawyer, el- 
even try. 



^ou- ouvgestiona ore excellent., but net for mo end, X tiink, not for a 
sogazia© niece. I "think it would bo wonderful if you could find e ^Journalism 
as star 11 a or doctoral candidate te do a thesis tint ouli be a book. I ra eerieua. 
X hi- i t_nt important o subject, that significant a law, in use and in aicuso. 
T.terc ur- potentials in tnis law others hove not. seen. 1 will not smell tnem out, 
but porceptivo v»lll readily zt»$x> taera« 



y& fooe eeyeral ry*jor problems with this excellent le * so inryort ant to 
the functioning and viability of e democratic society. You e-wro of the 
opposition to It by govern . nt, * r. I we share the fear that, without use, n move 
will bo made to get it re peeled. The press never uses it-nwer even mentions i.. 
Th* nwirmv uses it for purpose other than those intended, molly +u,,a * 

And nbo n-r^r^e cit520:i f witnout o 1 ^^’er, cen use ltj. Xu ^7 coming .ul # . . 

exanp le, rhere I forced to court, I will be ny ov;n leryer. I em now preparing 

tha comply int 3 • 
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The **rosa is so hung up on this lutv os it is on the esses.? initio ns# 

T think if 7osr pronon© in article on it to a major aagszine in advance vcu'Il get 
turned Jp’vn or brushed off. juci*.;ev once such on article in reedy for resting, 
once iuey see woat it eeyfl and proves 4 once t«ey Lave e car.w to unduratjnd 
tua zoning ani potential o* t tang-ups, there is r much b- r.tor c*Uj net* of 
Inters rt nd, publication. Especially aen tney s©? it doean*t aoy ^evon tetooed 
redie^l-risht Cubans killed Kennedy from q secret satellite* 

Eigbily or wrongly i believe the «ror> I an doing rsoy unvo nucL to ao 
ita the future of frseuen. Ifc o slresdy impoverished re, probably for tae rest 
of life, it Uas wrecked ny health, ith this invrr.tment, I feel I count 1 it 
aside fm ^hs ' nsny c'hern c*n do. 

Koaover* I also bsliove that I con here do ^iet no others ce.n do # that 
it should bt done, jhould be rc-gnrded ea more tlien publishable, *me, I hone, 

enn b r helper: • 



Since rely, 



iiarold Wei berg 



